
Argentina
Capital City: Buenos Aires

Language: Spanish

Did you know...?
Ø The face in the sun on Argentina’s flag is

called the Sun of May and celebrates the first
demonstration for independence in 1810 when

the sun broke through heavy clouds.
Ø Argentina’s length, over 2,000 miles from north

to south, gives it a very diverse climate. The
northern part of the country is subtropical

while the far southern reaches are subpolar with
extremely cold temperatures and very long days
during the summer, which lasts from November
to February, and very long nights during the
winter.
Ø Like some other Western countries, Argentina

is a melting pot of immigrants and their
descendents from numerous countries, primarily
Europe but also Asia.

My Argentine Fact Book
Full Name:

Argentine Republic
Population: 41,343,201

Land Area: 1,068,302 square miles
Currency: Peso

Major Religion: Christian (94%)
Highest Point:

Cerro Aconcagua (22,835 feet)
Lowest Point: Laguna del Carbon

(345 feet below sea level)

Argentina is divided into 23 provinces.

Mapuche People

 Some of the first people that explorer Ferdinand Magellan encountered in modern-day Argentina
were the Mapuches who had lived in the region for hundreds, if not thousands, of years. Archeological
evidence shows that the Mapuche traded with the Maya in the far north and quite probably with the
Polynesians across the Pacific Ocean.

 The Mapuche were experienced coppersmiths when Magellan arrived, and they continue their
metal-working tradition today. Along with copper, they create items from silver, iron, and other metals.
Mapuche women have passed down great skill in weaving fabric from natural animal hair like wool.
Traditionally, a young woman who was an excellent weaver was considered a “good catch” as a wife.
Today, many Mapuche women continue to weave fabric for clothing that is often sold as a source of
income for their families.

Tierra del Fuego & The Yaghans

 Tierra del Fuego, which means “Land of Fire” in Spanish, is a group of islands at the southern tip of
South America. The largest of these is called Isla Grande and is divided between Argentina and Chile.
The Yaghan people lived on these islands for hundreds of years before the arrival of the Europeans.
Despite the subpolar climate here, the Yaghans typically wore no clothes but instead spread animal
grease over their bodies for warmth and built many small fires. European diseases killed virtually all of
the people over time, and there is just one full-blooded Yaghan alive today, Cristina Calderón who was
born in 1938.
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