
The Bahamas
  Capital City: Nassau

    Language: English

  Did you know...?
Ø The Bahamas are a popular tourist

destination, and more than half of
Bahamians work in tourism jobs.
Ø Most Bahamians are descended from Africans–

both free and enslaved–who either freely
settled on or were brought to the islands
beginning in the seventeenth century. Slavery
ended in The Bahamas in 1834.
Ø The first place Christopher Columbus’ ships

landed in North America was in The Bahamas.
Ø The temperature in The Bahamas has never

been known to drop below freezing, and a
snow-rain mix has been reported just one time,
in 1977.
Ø A traditional Bahamian craft uses palm fronds

to make baskets, bags, and hats.

My Bahamian Fact Book
Full Name:

Commonwealth of The Bahamas
Population: 310,426

Land Area: 5,358 square miles
Currency: Bahamian dollar

Major Religion: Christian (92%)
Highest Point:

Mount Alvernia on Cat Island (207 feet)
Lowest Point: Atlantic Ocean (0 feet)

The Bahamas is divided into 21 districts.

Lucayan People
 When Christopher Columbus brought three Spanish ships to the New World, the first people they
met were the Lucayans who called themselves Lukku-Cairi, which means “island people.” The Lucayans
were descended from people who had come from Hispaniola and Cuba in canoes hundreds of years
before.

 The Lucayans lived in small villages led by a chief where they grew crops, fished, hunted small
animals, and gathered wild foods. Their crops were mainly roots like cassava, sweet potatoes, and
arrowroot. The people also grew cotton to make clothing, hammocks, and other items.

 From Columbus’ description and archeological findings, it seems that the Lucayan people were quite
peaceful. They made spears from wood but primarily made tools for hunting and fishing. Columbus,
Amerigo Vespucci, and other Spanish explorers began capturing Lucayans as slaves almost immediately.

 Some were taken to Spain and others to the neighboring islands. They worked as laborers on farms
or dived for pearls in the sea. By 1520, only 11 Lucayans still lived in The Bahamas. These few were
taken to Hispaniola, and the islands of The Bahamas were left empty until the middle of the seventeenth
century.
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