
Belize
Capital City: Belmopan

Languages:
English, Kriol, Spanish

   Did you know...?
Ø English is Belize’s official language, but less than

five percent of the population speaks it. Most people
speak Spanish or Kriol.
Ø The first Europeans to settle in Belize were English

buccaneers who attacked Spanish ships.
Ø Belize was known as British Honduras until 1973,

and the nation gained full independence in 1981.
The neighboring country of Guatemala claims to
own part of Belize.
Ø More than half of Belize is forested.
Ø Off the country’s coast lies the Belize Barrier Reef

System, the second largest coral reef system in the
world.

My Belizean Fact Book
Full Name:

Belize
Population: 314,522

Land Area: 8,867 square miles
Currency: Belize dollar

Major Religion: Christian (77%)
Highest Point:

Doyle's Delight (3,806 feet)
Lowest Point: Caribbean Sea (0 feet)

Belize is divided into six districts.

Kriols
 The Kriol people of Belize are descendents of the English and Scottish buccaneers who first came
to the area and the African slaves who were brought to Belize to work in the logwood industry. Kriol
heritage includes many other groups as well–later European and African immigrants and people from
neighboring countries. The Kriols are truly a blended ethnic group.

 A traditional Kriol musical instrument is the jawbone of a donkey. A person moves a stick across the
teeth to make a musical sound. The Kriol language is a mixture of English, west African languages, and
native Caribbean and Central American languages.

Great Blue Hole
 About 43 miles off Belize’s coast lies the Great Blue Hole, a
sinkhole 407 feet deep and almost 1,000 feet across. Inside the hole
are numerous stalactites which means that the hole (or cave) formed
when the sea level was lower. At some unknown time, the seas rose
enough to flood the hole.

 A few species of shark can be found in the Great Blue Hole
frequently, and scuba divers from around the world enjoy diving into
its depths to enjoy the crystal clear water and beauty of the plants
and animals found there.
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