
Bolivia
Capital City: La Paz

Languages:
Spanish, Quechua, Aymara

Did you know...?
ØBolivia is home to the largest indigenous population

in South America. More than half of the people in
Bolivia are Quechua, Aymara, Chiquitano, or
Guaraní. About 38 percent of the people speak a
native language as their primary language.
Ø Lake Titicaca, which lies on Bolivia’s northeast

border with Peru, is the world’s highest lake at
12,484 feet above sea level.
Ø The Quechua language spoken in Bolivia was also

the official language of the Inca Empire which
flourished in the region from the thirteenth to the
early sixteenth century.

My Bolivian Fact Book
Full Name:

Plurinational State of Bolivia
Population: 9,947,418

Land Area: 424,163 square miles
Currency: Boliviano

Major Religion: Christian (100%)
Highest Point:

Nevado Sajama (21,463 feet)
Lowest Point: Rio Paraguay (295 feet)

Bolivia is divided into nine departments.

Carnaval de Oruro

 Each year, usually in February, the Bolivian people hold a festival called Carnaval de Oruro, the
largest celebration in the whole country. It combines elements of the Catholic faith and ancient Andean
religious beliefs.

 Over more than three days, parades and public dances are held, marching bands compete, and two
plays are held. One tells the story of the Spanish conquest of Bolivia, and the other tells the age-old
story of good versus evil with good triumphing in the end. The parade and dance participants often wear
traditional clothing or elaborate costumes to represent different characters from history or legend.

Salar de Uyuni

 Located in southwestern Bolivia, Salar de Uyuni is the largest salt flat in the world. Sodium,
potassium, magnesium, borax, and even lithium are available for harvesting from the flat. Because of
the high salt content, the region doesn’t support much wildlife. Hundreds of pink flamingos descend on
the flat each year to breed, though, lending some color to the almost endless white.

197


