
Chile
Capital City: Santiago

Language: Spanish

Did you know...?
Ø Chile is nearly 3,000 miles from north

to south but just 265 miles from east
to west.
Ø Chile was part of the Spanish Empire

from the sixteenth century until achieving
independence in 1818.
Ø The landscape of Chile includes the Atacama

Desert in the north, the Andes Mountains along the
eastern border, sandy beaches and rocky coasts
along the Pacific, and icy glaciers in the far south.
Ø Chile’s national dance is called cueca. A man and

woman dance together without touching, and the
dance is meant to resemble the courtship between
a rooster and a hen.

My Chilean Fact Book
Full Name:

Republic of Chile
Population: 16,746,491

Land Area: 292,183 square miles
Currency: Peso

Major Religion: Christian (86%)
Highest Point:

Nevado Ojos del Salado (22,572 feet)
Lowest Point: Pacific Ocean (0 feet)

Chile is divided into 15 regions.

Easter Island

 Chile annexed Easter Island in 1888. The island lies in the Pacific Ocean more than 2,000 miles
from Chile’s coast and more than 1,000 miles from its nearest inhabited neighbor, Pitcairn Island. This
makes Easter Island one of the world’s most isolated places. Even so, archeological findings show that
the island was first inhabited around the eighth century A.D.

 It is believed that people from the Marquesas or Gambier Islands sailed to Easter
Island on rafts or canoes. The language of Easter Island’s native people is very
similar to that spoken on the Gambier Islands, and a 1999 expedition successfully
took Polynesian-style boats from one of the Gambiers to Easter Island in two and
a half weeks.

 Easter Island is most well-known for the 887 maoi statues that were created by
the native people around the twelfth century.

Andes Mountains

 Chile’s eastern border is defined mostly by the Andes Mountain range,
the longest in the world at 4,300 feet in length. The northern Andes
experience less rainfall than the southern portions, and the entire range
is home to about 1,000 animal species. Llamas, chinchillas, condors,
hummingbirds, tapirs, spectacled bears, and a bird called the Andean
cock-of-the-rock all live in these mountains.
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