
Colombia
Capital City: Bogotá

Language: Spanish

Did you know...?
Ø Colombia has South America’s second highest

population.
Ø Colombia has been known by numerous names:

Gran Colombia, Republic of New Granada,
Grenadine Confederation, and United States of
Colombia.
Ø Colombia’s northwestern border touches the Pacific

Ocean, Panama, and the Caribbean Sea.
Ø Colombia’s natural resources include gold, emeralds,

coal, and petroleum. The country’s agricultural
industry produces coffee, cut flowers, corn, and
sweet potatoes.
Ø More than 85 native ethnic groups remain in

Colombia today.
Ø The Colombian people typically eat a light breakfast

and dinner with a larger lunch in the middle of the
day.

My Colombian Fact Book
Full Name:

Republic of Colombia
Population: 44,205,293

Land Area: 440,831 square miles
Currency: Peso

Major Religion: Christian (95%)
Highest Point:

Pico Cristobal Colón (18,947 feet)
Lowest Point: Pacific Ocean (0 feet)

Colombia is divided into
32 departments.

Muisca

 The Muisca Confederation once covered an area in central Colombia larger than modern-day
Switzerland, and the people remain one of the largest ethnic groups in Colombia today. The
confederation was made up of numerous tribes that united together for defense in times of war. One
of the Muisca capitals, called Bacatá, was located on the current site of Bogotá.

 The Muisca were the first known civilization to mine and trade emeralds, and Colombia continues
to provide many of the emeralds circulating the world today. Muisca people also traded gold, copper,
coal, salt, and other more basic items like food. Gold was actually so common that the Muisca tended
to use it for crafts and decorative items instead of valuing it as a rare commodity the way most cultures
have.

Day of the Little Candles

 In early December each year, the people of Colombia celebrate Día
de las Velitas in honor of the Virgin Mary. All over the country, people
set candles and lanterns around their homes while cities set up larger
displays of lights in public areas. Families go caroling and walk around
their neighborhoods to enjoy the lights and see live nativity scenes.
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