
Costa Rica
Capital City: San José

Language: Spanish

Did you know...?
Ø Costa Rica means “rich coast” in Spanish.
Ø The constitution of Costa Rica, which was

written in 1949, forbids the formation of an army.
Instead, Costa Rica’s Public Force provides
border security, law enforcement, and other
protective functions.
Ø Almost one quarter of Costa Rica’s land lies

within national conservation areas.
Ø Costa Rica has two seasons. The summer is

very dry, and the winter is very rainy.
Ø Costa Rica is home to a variety of people

including descendents of Spanish settlers and
African slaves and immigrants from Europe, the
United States, and other Central American
countries.

My Costa Rican Fact Book
Full Name:

Republic of Costa Rica
Population: 4,516,220

Land Area: 19,653 square miles
Currency: Costa Rican colón

Major Religion: Christian (92%)
Highest Point: Cerro Chirripó (12,500 feet)

Lowest Point: Pacific Ocean (0 feet)

Costa Rica is divided into seven provinces.

Cocos Island
 Cocos Island lies off the western coast of Costa Rica in the Pacific Ocean. Uninhabited except for
park rangers, the island is covered by rainforests and is home to a wide variety of plants and animals,
including 65 species of insect that are found nowhere else in the world. The abundance of life in the
surrounding ocean draws scuba divers from around the world. Some of the largest creatures found here
are yellowfin tuna, hammerhead sharks, and whale sharks.

 At least two stories say that pirates buried treasure on Cocos Island during the nineteenth century.
Several expeditions have tried to find the treasure and generally failed, though small amounts of buried
gold have been found.

Corcovado National Park
 Costa Rica has more than two dozen national
parks, and one of the most biologically diverse is
Corcovado National Park on the country’s Osa
Peninsula. Sloths, spider monkeys, tapirs, and
anteaters all live within the park’s rainforest along with
numerous other tropical animals. More than 500
species of trees grow in the park, and they were once
cut for commercial logging before the national park
was established in 1975.
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