
Cuba
Capital City: Havana

Language: Spanish

Did you know...?
Ø Cuba was a territory of Spain and then the United

States before gaining independence in 1902.
Ø In 1958, Fidel Castro led an armed rebellion

against Cuba’s government and then succeeded
in becoming the country’s prime minister and
establishing a communist government. Cuba is
the only communist nation outside of Asia today.
Ø During the Spanish-American War of 1898,

several battles were fought in Cuba including the
important Battle of San Juan Hill. Future president
Theodore Roosevelt and the Rough Riders played
an integral role in many of these battles.

My Cuban Fact Book
Full Name:

Republic of Cuba
Population: 11,477,459

Land Area: 42,427 square miles
Currency: Cuban Peso

Major Religion: Christian (85%)
Highest Point: Pico Turquino (6,578 feet)

Lowest Point: Caribbean Sea (0 feet)

Cuba is divided into 14 provinces.

Cuban Music
 An important part of the country’s culture, Cuban music is a combination of influences from Spain,
Africa, and the other Caribbean islands. The resulting musical styles, the instruments used, and the
dances developed in Cuba have become popular all over the world.

 Well-known styles of music and dance were developed in Cuba or owe much of their makeup to
Cuban music. These include jazz, salsa, the mambo, and rumba, all of which remain popular in Cuba
today.

Favorite Sports in Cuba
 Across Cuba, baseball is the peoples’ favorite sport and is played frequently in both professional
and ‘just for fun’ games. Boxing is also very popular, and many Cuban amateur boxers compete in
international competitions every year. Cubans have won 63 Olympic medals in boxing since 1968. Cuba
holds the distinction of having won the most Olympic medals out of countries that have never participated
in the Winter Olympics. Their athletes have brought home 194 total medals, 67 of them gold.
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