
Dominican
      Republic
Capital City: Santo Domingo

  Language: Spanish

Did you know...?
Ø Santo Domingo is the site of the first

permanent European settlement in the New
World.
Ø The Dominican Republic is located on the

island of Hispaniola.
Ø The people of the Dominican Republic call

their country The Dominica, and the people
themselves were once called Dominicanos.
Ø On the Dominican flag, an open Bible has the

Spanish words meaning “And the truth shall
set you free.”

My Dominican Fact Book
Full Name:

Dominican Republic
Population: 9,823,821

Land Area: 18,704 square miles
Currency: Peso

Major Religion: Christian (96%)
Highest Point: Pico Duarte (10,417 feet)

Lowest Point: Lago Enriquillo
(151 feet below sea level)

The Dominican Republic is divided into
31 provinces.

Taínos
 The Taíno people lived on Hispaniola and other Caribbean islands when Christopher Columbus
arrived in 1492. The island was divided among five chiefdoms, and the people lived in round homes
made of thatch while the chiefs lived in square homes. The people grew cassava, sweet potatoes,
peanuts, and other crops on small farms. They also gathered wild foods, fished, and hunted small
animals on the islands. The Taíno would catch animals like turtles, fish, and birds and then store them
alive until they were ready to eat them.

 Many Taíno were taken captive as slaves or killed during battles or by diseases, especially smallpox,
introduced by the Europeans. No distinct Taíno population exists today, but many Dominicans have
some Taíno ancestry.

Lago Enriquillo
 Lago Enriquillo is a saltwater lake in the southwestern region of the
Dominican Republic, not far from the border with Haiti. It is the Caribbean’s
lowest point and its largest lake. The lake has three islands, and the
largest, Isla Cabritos, is the site of a Dominican National Park. Cactus
grow on the islands and around the lake, and flamingoes and saltwater
crocodiles live here. The lake is home to one of the world’s largest
populations of American crocodiles.
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