
Haiti
Capital City: Port-au-Prince

Languages:
Haitian Creole, French

Did you know...?
Ø Haiti is located on the western third of the

island of Hispaniola.
Ø The French slogan on Haiti’s flag means

“Union Makes Strength.”
ØThe name Haiti comes from the native Taíno

word ayiti, which means “land of high
mountains.”
Ø Rice and beans are the most commonly eaten

foods in Haiti. Chicken and goat meat are
frequently enjoyed as well, and Haitians make
numerous desserts including piene patte,
which is made with sweet potatoes, cinnamon,
and evaporated milk.

My Haitian Fact Book
Full Name:

Republic of Haiti
Population: 9,648,924

Land Area: 10,714 square miles
Currency: Gourde

Major Religion: Christian (96%)
Highest Point:

Chaine de la Selle (8,793 feet)
Lowest Point: Caribbean Sea (0 feet)

Haiti is divided into 10 departments.

Haitian Independence
 Haiti became a French colony in 1697, and slaves here worked on plantations to grow coffee,
sugarcane, and indigo. The laws in Haiti were especially rigid and the rights of both slaves and free
Africans were severely restricted. After the French Revolution, the free blacks and slaves began to work
together to demand more rights. Their push for increased freedom led to a revolt in 1791 by the slaves
against the whites of Haiti. Through many violent battles and the burning of plantations, the slaves
gained control of nearly all of Haiti. The French abolished slavery and granted equal rights to blacks in
an attempt to regain peace, but the rebellion continued. Haitian independence was finally achieved in
1804, making it the only nation to ever gain independence after a slave uprising.

Earthquake
 In 2010, southern Haiti was hit by a severe earthquake that measured 7.0 along with a series of
more than 50 aftershocks. The earthquakes caused enormous damage to property and killed over
200,000 people. In some places, virtually every building was destroyed, and over a million people were
left homeless.

 Numerous organizations like the Red Cross and Doctors Without Borders sent volunteers to Haiti
to offer medical care and food and to help build shelters for the homeless. Countries from around the
world sent soldiers, volunteers, food, medicine, and other supplies to help stabilize and rebuild the
country after the devastation.

 The recovery process has taken a very long time and is nowhere near complete a year after the
earthquakes occurred.
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