
Paraguay
Capital City: Asunción

Languages:
Spanish, Guaraní

Did you know...?
Ø Paraguay’s landscape includes marshy

plains, grasslands, and forested hills.
Ø Paraguay’s population is concentrated in

the eastern part of the country with less
than two percent of Paraguayans living
in the western half.
Ø Paraguay is one of South America’s two

landlocked countries.
ØAbout 80 percent of Paraguayans speak

both Spanish and Guaraní. A third
language that mixes elements of these
two is called Jopara.
Ø Foods made with corn, cornmeal,

cheese, and a root crop called manioc
are popular in Paraguay.

My Paraguayan Fact Book
Full Name:

Republic of Paraguay
Population: 6,375,830

Land Area: 157,048 square miles
Currency: Guaraní

Major Religion: Christian (97%)
Highest Point: Cerro Pero (2,762 feet)

Lowest Point:
Rio Paraguay and Rio Parana (151 feet)

Paraguay is divided into 17 departments.

Guaraní

 The Guaraní people live throughout Paraguay and many other South American countries. They
have married with the Spanish and other Europeans since the sixteenth century and are often not “full
blooded,” but the Guaraní language and many of their cultural traits persist.

 When Europeans first arrived, the Guaraní were no longer nomadic but grew crops like manioc and
corn on small plots. They also used bows and arrows to hunt small animals and defend themselves.

 Guaraní myths say that a creator named Tupã formed humans figures of a man and woman from
clay and then breathed life into them to create the first living people. The man and woman had three
sons and many daughters. One of their granddaughters was said to be the mother of seven monsters,
each of which represented a different aspect of the world. Some Guaraní in isolated areas still believe
in these myths today.

 Many Guaraní, however, have become Christians. They were first visited by Jesuit missionaries in
the early seventeenth century. The missions built by the Jesuits offered the Guaraní protection from
slavers, which, of course, made them very attractive to the people.

 Sadly, the slavers attacked and burned many of the missions to force the Guaraní out into the open.
In this way, they kidnapped or killed nearly all of those who first sought shelter with the Jesuits. The
ruins of some of the missions can be visited in Paraguay today.
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