
Peru
Capital City: Lima

Language: Spanish

Did you know...?
Ø A number of foods that are popular in

Western dishes today were first brought to
Europe from Peru: Beans, peanuts,
tomatoes, and quinoa to name a few.
Ø One of Peru’s most popular drinks is called

chicha morada. It’s a soft drink made from
purple maize, cloves, sugar, and cinnamon.
Ø An instrument called the charango was

invented in Peru during the eighteenth
century. A small stringed instrument, a
charango is made with wood and an
armadillo shell. Charangos are frequently
played in traditional music.

My Peruvian Fact Book
Full Name:

Republic of Peru
Population: 29,907,003

Land Area: 496,225 square miles
Currency: Nuevo Sol

Major Religion: Christian (94%)
Highest Point:

Nevado Huascaran (22,205 feet)
Lowest Point: Pacific Ocean (0 feet)

Peru is divided into 25 regions.

The Incas and Machu Picchu

 The Inca civilization developed in Peru around the thirteenth century. The people had a very
advanced culture with a sophisticated political structure. Instead of just conquering neighboring peoples
through war, the Incas would send envoys to “desirable regions” with gifts of textiles and other goods.

 The Incas promised these other peoples that they would be better off materially and culturally if they
joined the Inca Empire. Most agreed, and those who didn’t were conquered militarily. Eventually, the
Inca Empire spread across nearly the entire Pacific coast of South America from just north of the modern
Colombian border to almost the southern border of Chile. From the coast, the empire reached inland
across the Andes Mountains. It is estimated that up to 13 million people lived under the empire’s rule
at its peak.

 One of the most regarded Inca sites is Machu Picchu, which sits in the Andes Mountains almost
8,000 feet above sea level. The buildings were probably built as an elaborate home for the Inca emperor
at that time, Pachacuti. The arrival of the Spanish in other regions of the empire, though, prompted the
Incas to abandon Machu Picchu just over a century later.
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