
Suriname
Capital City: Paramaribo

Languages:
Dutch, Sranan Tongo

Did you know...?
Ø The people of Suriname are called Surinamers.
Ø Suriname is South America’s smallest country.
Ø Suriname was once called Dutch Guiana.
Ø The country’s southern portion includes

savanna and rainforest, but the population is
very sparse here. Most of the people live in the
northern 20 percent of the country, near the
coast.
Ø Suriname’s population is made up of the

descendents of African, Indian, Indonesian,
Middle Eastern, and Chinese workers who came
or were brought to the area to work on crop
plantations. Around 25 percent of the
Surinamers still work in agriculture today.

My Surinamese Fact Book
Full Name:

Republic of Suriname
Population: 486,618

Land Area: 63,251 square miles
Currency: Surinamese dollar

Major Religions:
Christian (48%), Hindu (27%)

Highest Point: Juliana Top (4,035 feet)
Lowest Point: Coastal Plain (7 feet)

Suriname is divided into ten districts.

The People of Suriname

 During the colonial period, the Dutch government attempted to unify Suriname and bind the foreign
workers to the country through assimilation. The law emphasized Dutch language and culture while
minimizing or making illegal native traditions and the cultural traits that immigrants brought from countries
such as India and China.

 Compulsory public education began in 1876 to enable the government to teach the Dutch language
to children. Other languages were strongly discouraged, and children were sometimes punished if they
spoke in their native languages.

 The traditions and beliefs that the Asian and Middle Eastern workers brought to Suriname proved
too strong to be easily assimilated into Dutch culture. By the 1930s, more freedom was granted to the
various ethnic groups to continue their own ways, speak their own languages, conduct their own
marriages, and generally live the way they had before coming to Suriname.

 Today, though Suriname has a unified government and is an independent nation, its people remain
fragmented into their unique ethnic groups. In the capital city, Paramaribo, virtually all of the groups are
represented. Here, they often work together and interact on a daily basis.

 Outside Paramaribo, though, villages are typically dominated by one ethnic group. One village may
be predominately Hindoestanen (descendents of Hindustani from India) and feel more like India than
South America, while another village may be Javanese or Lebanese.
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