
United Kingdom
Capital City: London

Language: English

Did you know...?
Ø The United Kingdom’s flag is often called the

Union Jack.
Ø Writers and musicians from the United

Kingdom have influenced all of Western culture
and are known around the world. Works by
William Shakespeare, Charles Dickens, and
Agatha Christie have been read, studied, and
enjoyed by generations of people. The Beatles,
The Rolling Stones, and Elton John are some
of the most popular and recognized British
musical talents of all time.
Ø The saying “The sun never sets on the British

Empire,” was popular during the nineteenth
century when British territories spread across
all five continents.
Ø London has burned numerous times through

history, most notably in 1666 when the homes
of around 70,000 people burned down along
with St. Paul’s Cathedral, and over 100 other
buildings.

My British Fact Book
Full Name:

United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland

Population: 62,348,447
Land Area: 94,060 square miles

Currency: Pound sterling
Major Religions:

Christian (72%), No Religion (23%)
Highest Point: Ben Nevis (4,406 feet)

Lowest Point: The Fens
(13 feet below sea level)

The United Kingdom is divided into England,
Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland, each

of which are divided again into counties,
council areas, or unitary authorities.

A Royal History
 The long history of England, Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland can literally fill volumes of
historical books. The island of Great Britain was home to Celtic Britons and other minor tribes when the
Romans arrived in the first century. When the Romans left 400 years later, Germanic people known as
the Anglo-Saxons moved in and began establishing what would become the Kingdom of England.

 The legendary King Arthur is thought to have ruled around 500 A.D., but the first documented king
is typically said to be King Egbert who ruled from 829 to 839. Matilda, daughter of King Henry I, was
named heir to the throne by her father in 1141, which would have made her the first ruling queen of
England. She was never crowned, though, and ruled for only a few months.

 King Henry VIII, who reigned from 1509 to 1547, is the monarch who brought Protestantism to
England, though it didn’t become permanently established until the 45 year reign of his daughter, Queen
Elizabeth I. Her successor, James I, was also King of Scots, which united England and Scotland for the
first time, though the Kingdom of Great Britain wasn’t officially created until 1707.
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