
United States
of America
Capital City: Washington, D.C.

Language: English
Did you

know...?
Ø Hawaii’s Mauna Kea is

a mountain that stands six miles high from
the ocean floor to its peak. It is taller than Mount
Everest.
Ø The name America comes from explorer Amerigo

Vespucci, and the District of Columbia is named after
Christopher Columbus.
Ø Numerous modern innovations were invented by

Americans such as the threshing machine, ice cream
freezer, vacuum cleaner, telephone, light bulb,
machine gun, radio, cotton candy, airplane, chocolate
chip cookie, calculator, and the cell phone.
Ø More than 600 distinct native tribes, each with their

own cultural traits, lived in the United States when
Europeans arrived.

My American Fact Book
Full Name:

United States of America
Population: 310,232,863

Land Area: 3,794,101 square miles
Currency: United States dollar
Major Religion: Christian (77%)

Highest Point:
Mount McKinley (20,322 feet)
Lowest Point: Death Valley
(282 feet below sea level)

The United States of America is divided
into 50 states.

The Great American Melting Pot
 America has often been described as a “melting pot” because its population is made up of a diverse
mix of people from virtually every nationality. All of these cultures have combined to create the unique
American culture, which has, in turn, influenced the way of life in many other countries.

 Many large cities like New York, Washington, D.C., and San Francisco are home to a variety of
people who have recently immigrated to America. Since the nineteenth century, many immigrants have
chosen to settle in areas where they can be near others who speak the same language. It’s interesting
to see how this defines the American population today.

 The dominant ancestry in the northeastern states is English and Irish with French descents often
living along the Canadian border and in southern Louisiana. The most common ancestry in most of the
southeastern states is African with a mixture of Scottish, Irish, Welsh, and English being predominant
in the mid-south. In the southwest, Mexican ancestry is most common, while Native American
descendents populate northern Arizona, New Mexico, and parts of Oklahoma, Montana, and other
states. The northern regions of North Dakota, Minnesota, and Montana are home to many Norwegian
descendents, and Michigan’s Upper Peninsula drew Finnish people whose descendents still live there
today. The Great Lakes region, Midwest, and northwest states are primarily populated by those of
German descent, which is actually the most common ancestry in America. See Appendix B for a detailed
map of ancestry across the country. Can you find your county on it?
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