
Denmark
Capital City: Copenhagen

Language: Danish

Danish Vikings
 Like its neighbors, Norway and Sweden, Denmark is a Scandinavian country and shares in the
history of the Viking Age. Because they lived in the northern regions, the people were often called
Norsemen by other Europeans. The term Viking comes from the Old Norse word víking, which means
“an overseas expedition.”

 The Vikings are well known for sailing in their long boats across the sea to other lands. The Danish
Vikings ventured into modern-day France and England, though archaeological evidence and surviving
records suggest that the Vikings weren’t as fierce and barbaric as some stories make them out to be.

Hans Christian Anderson
 Born in 1805 in Odense, Denmark, Hans Christian Anderson wrote numerous stories and fairy tales
that are beloved around the world today. His most famous stories include The Little Mermaid, The
Princess and the Pea, The Emperor’s New Clothes, Thumbelina, and The Ugly Duckling. Many of the
tales have been translated into more than 150 languages.

 In Denmark’s capital, Copenhagen, the people erected a statue of Mr. Anderson after his death in
1875. Another statue, of the Little Mermaid, was finished in 1913 and now sits on a rock in Copenhagen
Harbor.

Did you know...?
Ø The people of Denmark are called Danes.
Ø Denmark once held colonies in India, the Virgin

Islands, and west Africa in what was known as
the Gold Coast (now the nation of Ghana).
Ø Both Greenland and the Faroe Islands

(between Iceland and Great Britain) are
territories of Denmark.
Ø Almost 20 percent of the electricity used in

Denmark is produced by wind turbines.
Ø Danes call their flag Dannebrog, and it has

been used since at least 1370 making it the
oldest, continuously-used flag of any nation on
earth.
Ø During World War II, Denmark was occupied

by Nazi forces but the Danes secretly helped
more than 7,000 Jews escape into Sweden.

My Danish Fact Book
Full Name:

Kingdom of Denmark
Population: 5,515,575

Land Area: 16,640 square miles
Currency: Danish krone

Major Religion: Christian (97%)
Highest Point:

Mollehoj/Ejer Bavnehoj (561 feet)
Lowest Point:

Lammefjord (23 feet below sea level)

Denmark is divided into five regions.
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