
Iceland
Capital City: Reykjavik

Language: Icelandic

Icelandic Animals
 Nearly all of the mammals that live in Iceland were brought there by humans. Only the arctic fox
lived on the island when humans first settled it, and polar bears sometimes float on icebergs to Iceland

but they don’t stay long. Reptiles and amphibians don’t exist in the Icelandic
wild at all, though some people may bring them from other countries as
pets.

 Three distinct animal species have developed in Iceland over the
centuries - Icelandic sheep, Icelandic sheepdogs, and Icelandic horses. All
three animals are important to Icelandic culture. The sheepdogs, of course,
help herd the sheep, which are used for meat, wool, and sheepskins. The
Icelandic horse sometimes helps with sheep as well and is also used in
races, horse shows, and for meat.

The Great Geysir
 Iceland is home to many geysers, which are hot springs that occasionally spray their water high in
the air. The Great Geysir, located in Iceland’s Haukadalur Valley, was first described in writing in 1294.
When Geysir erupts, the boiling hot water shoots as much as 230 feet in the air, but the eruptions are
inconsistent and highly dependent on earthquake activity in the area.

 When an earthquake occurs, Geysir begins to erupt frequently–sometimes every 30 minutes–but
the eruptions become less frequent as time passes. Sometimes Geysir doesn’t erupt for several years
in a row, but the Icelanders can force an eruption on special occasions.

Did you know...?
Ø Besides the main island, Iceland includes 30

small islands. One of these islands, Surtsey,
rose up from the ocean after an earthquake in
the 1960s.
Ø Iceland is 178 miles from its nearest neighbor,

Greenland.
Ø The first permanent settlers of Iceland came

from Norway in the ninth century.
Ø The people of Iceland are called Icelanders.
Ø Half of Iceland’s population perished from the

Black Death two times in its history, both in the
fifteenth century.
Ø About 64 percent of Iceland’s population lives

in and around its capital city, Reykjavik.

My Icelandic Fact Book
Full Name:

Republic of Iceland
Population: 308,910

Land Area: 39,770 square miles
Currency: Icelandic króna

Major Religion: Christian (89%)
Highest Point:

Hvannadalshnukur (6,923 feet)
Lowest Point: Atlantic Ocean (0 feet)

Iceland is divided into eight regions.
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